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LAOS COALITION GOVT- -Cent from page 4 

All of' thes'e constitute violations of the 
1973 Laotian Peace Accord. Also in violation 
iS' the U.S. -backed Royal Lao government's refusal 
to allow refugees now located in the Vientiane 
zone to return to their homes in the liberated 
areas . There are hundreds of thousands of Laotians 
still in refugee camps --all forced from their 
homeland (in the Plain of Jars) during the massive 
U.S. bombing. 


"The U.S. Tunneling money to the right wing 
--and they openly admit it— is endangering the 
Laotian peace accord," charges Branfman. "It hap- 
pened twice before and unless congress acts, its 
going to happen again." The chances of congress 
taking some action however aren't very good. 

. "They're not indisposed to doing something," 
explains ‘Branfman, "but it probably won't happen 
because of inertia. .. .Nobody's interested. It's 
so hard to get them to think about Vietnam, let 
alone Laos." 
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CORRECTION FROM LAST PACKET (#647) — PLEASE NOTE 

In the article "Protests, Legal Challenges 
Follow Ford's "Amnesty 1 Program" on page 1 of 
packet #647 the last s'ehteflce in the second full 
paragraph should -read: He also noted that there 
are about 100,000 resisters living underground 
in the United 1 States. 
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OIL DISCOVERED OFF THE COAST OF SOUTH VIETNAM 
AS CONGRESS OPENS WAY FOR GREATER US INVESTMENT 

WASHINGTON D.C. (LNS)-- Saigon officials announced 
in August that traces of medium-weight crude oil 
had been discovered under the South China Sea, some 
190 miles south ©f the Mekong Delta of South Vietnam. 
The find came after eight days of exploratory dril- 
ling by "Pecten Vietnam," a joint venture of Shell 
Oil and Cities Service. 

According to Virgil Walston, a senior geologist 
for Cities Service, it will be months before anyone 
knows if the find will be commercially exploitable. 

"We haven't reached the stage where we know whether 
we've foind anything or not£" he said. 

But the Saigon regime was off and running. Govern- 
ment officials, described as "jubilant," made the 
announcement at a Jammed, nationally televised news 
conference that had "the festive air of a celebration.' 

However, the Provisional Revolutionary Government 
of South Vietnam (PRG) has staged it will "take 
action at the appropriate and necessary time against 
all oil companies that sign franchises with the Thieu 
regime. The PRG points out that any contract 
signed unilaterally by the Thieu administration is 
invalid under the 1973 Paris Peace Agreement. 

In another recent related development, the U.S. 
Congress announced the reversal of previous policies 
that had prevented the Overseas Private Investment 
Corporation (OPIC) from insuring private corporate 
investment in the Saigon zones of South Vietnam. ; 

This action removes a major obstacle for investors 
previously wary of sinking capital into Saigon's 
insecure economy. 

OPIC, a federal agency established by Congress 
in 1971, pwictes guarantees against the dangers 
of investing in Third World countries Specifically, 
In return for premium payments , it provides insurance 
against losses from, for example, expropriation Or 
war damage. If a corporation collects on its 
insurance it's the American taxpayer that foots the 
bill. 

This recent policy change was quickly approved 
without fanfare by a Senate-HOuse conference 
committee in July, and finally confirmed by both 
houses of Congress by mid-August. A House report 
on the question said, "If the United States is 
going to continue to provide economic aid and mili- 
tary assistance to South Vietnam, it makes no 
sense to exclude incentives for private American 
companies to invest in that country." 

Five other U.S. corporations besides Cities 
Service and Shell have been drilling for oil for 
the last year off the coast of South Vietnam. Four 
of them are U.S. -based j. and at least two of them, 

Exxon and Mobil, are controlled by the Rockefeller 
empire. Exxon and another Rockefeller-related 
company, Amoco, are also among the eight : corpor- 
ations searching for oil in the Gulf of Thailand, 
and Exxon and Mobil are exploring for oil off the 
coast of Cambodia. 

If the recent find proves exploitable, the 
Saigon regime will have reason to rejoice. It 
has been clear for some time, that its economy is 
headed for disaster. An offshore gusher would 


returns would be years in coming. The immediate 
influx of investment capital, WQul'dhnevertheless 
buy desperately needed time for the U.S. -supported 
Thieu regime. 

U.S. -based oil companies have been heavily 
interested in Vietnam for more than a decade, 
with plans to develop an oil industry in South 
Vietnam going back as far as 1962, according 
to a March 1966 issue of Fortune. The magazine 
stated that "there is itrojjg evicence that the 
[U.S. ] government 'urgently invited' the oil 
companies to proceed." 

The Saigon regime sent questionnaires to 
more than twenty oil firms in 1971, inquiring 
as to their interest in bidding for exploration 
and drilling rights. Two years later, concessions 
were granted to Exxon, Mobil and the Shell/Cities 
, service combine. 

Of course U.S. investors and policy makers 
are chiefly concerned with who controls South 
Vietnam. As Forbes magazine commented in 1971, 

"If the oil is there, or even probably there, 
the question of who rules in Saigon takes on a 
more than political significance." 

The PRG has made its position clear. "We 
strongly denounce the Nguyen Van Thieu administra- 
tions selling of the natural riches of South 
Vietnam to keep up its war efforts and meet its 
own selfish interests. We declare completely 
null and waid- any agreements, already reached 
by that, administration or to be concluded by it 
in the future, with any foreign country on the 
use of South Vietnam's natural wealth," the PRG 
stated. 

And this is precisely where the Congressional! 
change in OPIC's policy is important. Since 
the establishment of OPIC in '1971, the agency 
has been prevented from operating in the Saigon 
zones by direction; of the House Foreign Affairs 
Committee. Since the signing of the Peace Agree- 
ment, however, the pressure to abandon these 
restrictions has been building from U.S. investors 
and their spokespeople in OPIC and the Congress. 

As late as February 5, 1974 the .Senate 
.. however stuck by its position that "issuance of 
such insurance ! (to investors by OPIC) would 
further entangle the U.S. in. Southeast Asian 
polities at a time when Congress has clearly 
endorsed the policy of disengagement." 

But the House by then, was well on its way 
to approving the opening of OPIC's investment 
valve for Saigon. Four months after the Peace 
Agreement was signed, the House Subcommittee on 
Foreign Economic Policy held hearings on OPIC. 

A number of witnesses including representatives 
from Kaiser Cement and Gypsum Gorp. , the presi- 
dent of OPIC, and others testified that the 
Saigon restrictions should be lifted. Their 
views were reflected in the subcommittee recom- 
mendation that "prudent exercise of OPIC's auth- 
ority should be permitted in jthis area." 

Even before the Senate had voted in August 
to allow OPIC into the Saigon zones, OPIC presi- 
dent Marshall Mays spoke at a luncheon with the 
Saigon Board of Trade of Of IC 's imminent arrival, 
and of investments insured up to $350 million 
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THE ROCKEFELLERS 5 OIL IN SOUTHEAST ASIA 

The Vice-President-designate is neck- deep in South- 
east Asian oil: 

His grand-dad, John D. Rockefeller, was one of the 
first to recognize the potential profitability of 
the Southeast Asian fields. In 1912, his firm. 

Standard Oil of New Jersey, established a subsidiary 
in Indonesia (Nederlandsche Koloniale Petroleum 
Maatschppij) which produced about one-third of 
all the Indonesian pre-war crude output. Thus began 
the long history of Rockefeller oil interests in 
Southeast Asia. 

The Rockefeller family, however, is looking to 
the future. Nelson's brother, David, president 
of the Chase Manhattan Bank, predicted at a 1970 
(Chase Manhattan- sponsored) "Asian financial forum" 
in Singapore that by 1980, the oil industry could 
spend $36 billion in new capital investment in the 
Asian Pacific. 

The next year. Chase Manhattan's senior oil 
specialist, John Winger, told Western businiften at 
an oil seminar in Singapore that the total 1970-85 
oil industry investment in the Far East would be 
$65 billion, more than 3 times the 1955-70 amount. 

In a hurry to ecash in, a Rockefeller drilling 
-rig $ea?ly provoked a military confrontation in the 
Gulf of Thailand late in September. The Elf-Exxon 
rig, Glomar-4, was located, with the Lon Nol reg- 
imeSSspermission, near Poulp Wai island, sixty miles 
southwest of the Cambodian port of Sihanoukville ; 
(Kompong Som) and 110 miles west of South Vietnam's 
Ha Tien City. General Thieu, claiming the sole oil 
exploration rights for Saigon, ordered a full naval 
and air alert and delivered an ultimatum to Phnom 
Penh and Elf-Exxon. Elf-Exxon promptly removed the 
rig pending negotiations between Saigon and Phnom 
Penh. '■ -I : r , ' | ^ r p 

This December, the Rockefellers' ESSO Oil will 
begin drilling offshore South Vietnam under a for- 
mal agreement with Thieu. 

[Thanks to Indochina Focal Point for this box.] 

with OPIC picking up insurance for as much as 90% 
of U.S. investments. Mays had told the U.S. Congress 
that OPIC would insure only $5 million per project, 
and only 80% of the investors ' interest . 

Business sentiment for extending OPIC into Sai- 
gon are clear. The magazine Nation's Business said, 

"Is it wise to give some $1.3 billion in military 
and economic aid a year while in effect denying the 
South Vietnamese adequate access to American busi- 
ness investments?" 

William J. Bird, vice president of Kaiser Indus- 
tries, put it bluntly. "Now that the war is offi- 
cially over, there is increasing American interest 
in the private development of Southeast Asia, and 
hopefully it isn't too late. . .The urgency comes be- 
cause Americans are awfully late getting involved. 
Unless we do more than we have, we'll miss out on 
the market over there . " 

Kaiser Industries are particularly interested 
in Saigon's only functioning cement plant. The 
Kaiser , Cement and Gypsum Corporation has worked out 
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a plan for tripling the factory's production 
through a $30 million expansion program. It 
actively lobbied Congress for OPIC' s insurance 
assistance so it could proceed with the scheme. 

In addition, Hyatt International is likely 
to launch its own project — a $16 million 
tourist hotel. Other companies expected to act 
soon are Foremost and the First National City 
Bank. 

But the prospects, all in all, for a U.S. 
corporate invasion of South Vietnam are not as 
bright as Marshall Mays or General Thieu would 
like to believe. Saigon's general econoinic in- 
stability (the World Bank estimates that South 
Vietnam will require $770 million in foreign 
aid every year to survive) plus the hot war now 
steadily escalating, preclude any such bonanza. 

-30- 

[Thanks to Indochina Focal Point and the Mich- 
igan Free Press for this information.] 
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WORKERS DESERVE BREAK AT UlcDONALD'S 

NEW YORK (LNS) — According to a handbook 
given to every McDonald's employee, a workerscan 
be given a disciplinary suspension or be fired 
for "enticing, coercing, or influencing others 
to jf4ii to maintain productionsstandards." The 
practice is tantamount to firing workers for 
union organizing, a procedure made illegal by 
the 1935 National Labof Relations Act. Another 
employee rule forbidding the "solicitation of 
employees, 1 " means that an employee can be disci- 
plined for talking to or listening to a union 
organizer. 

The McDonald Handbook also lists 32 other 
infractions worthy of firing (at the manager's 
discretion) , including failure to obey instruc- 
tions or perform work as required by ther manager, 
continued "untidy" appearance, conviction of a 
crime, and the use of "false, vicious, profane 
or malicious statements" concerning any employee, 
the company or its products. 

The company, which starts off its workers at 
$1.85 per hour and goes no higher than $2.75 per 
hour for the "very best workers," has come under 
'fire for seeking special interest legislation 
which would permit them to pay workers under 18 
years old two- thirds the prevailing minimum wage. 

McDonald's first called for the legislation 
at a time when Ray Kroc, chairman of the board 
and owner of 20% of McDonald's Stock, made a 
$255,000 campaign contribution to Richard Nixon 
in 1972. A few days after the contribution was 
made, Nixon introduced a minimum wage bill to 
Congress which included the tko- thirds provision 
for workers under 18. A sizable, if unknown pro- 
portion of McDonald's employees are in that age 
category, and it is calculated that McDonald's 
could have gained millions of dollars each year by > 
the measure had it passed. 

McDonald's low wages have helped bring the 
firm spectacular profits. Since 1968 they have 
tripled their units (they now have 2,717 in the U.S. 
plus 212 others around the world) and profits have x 
risen from $3.4 million 'in 1965 to $51.9 million in 

1973. --30-- [Thanks to the Daily World.] 
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COALITION GOVERNMENT IN LAOS BRINGS TEMPORARY PEACE; 

U.S. REMAINS AS COMMITTED TO INTERVENTION AS EVER 

NEW YORK (LNS) --Marking the first time in his- 
tory that an Indochinese revolutionary has address- 
ed the United Nations as a head of state, Laotian 
Deputy Prime Minister Phoumi Vongvichit, a leader 
of the liberation forces the Pathet Lao, addressed 
the UN General Assembly on September 25, He spoke 
in place of the ailing prime minister of the new 
Laotian coalition government, "neutralist" Souvanna 
Phouma. 

Phoumi told the UN that the most pressing need 
facing the world today is for countries of the Third 
World to regain their independence and Control over 1 . 
their resources, sovereignly- and national rights. 

"Our human community has enormous tasks before 
it, such as the struggle for:' national liberation, 
the struggle against pollution, over-population, and 
for control of energy resources," Phoumi explained. 
"We Laotians suffer to see immense territories still 
exploited by colonialism which only for profits and 
neither morality nor human respect." 

Phoumi further emphasized that the Laotian pe- 
ople were determined not to allow a repetition of 
events which had led to the breakup of preceding 
coalition governments in his country, expressing 
the hope that UN members would support the Vientiane 
Accord on peace in Laos which' was signed in Febru- 
ary, 1973. 

The present coalition government in Laos was 
formed last April after nearly a decade of fighting 
between the U.S. -backed Vientiane government and the 
Pathet Lao (Laotian liberation forces) . It is the 
third and thus far most successful attempt in 17 
years to establish a neutral Laos. Two previous co- 
alition governments (1958 and 1964) collapsed 
within months of their formation when the U.S. in- 
tervened in support of right wing elements. 

Long History of U.S. Aggress ion in Laos 

The United States has spent some $10 to $20 
billion to defeat the Pathet Lao, beginning in 1950 
when the Truman administration subsidized nearly 
80% of France's efforts to regain Laos as a colony. 
Immediately following the defeat of the French and 
the signing of the Geneva Accords in 1954, the U.S. 
moved directly into Laos, training and equipping a 
large mercenary army to carry out the ground war. 

Then in May 1964 the U.S. Air Force began full 
scale bombing of the liberated zones. U.S. B-52s 
pounded Laos — a small country of only 3 million 
people--for five years, from 1964 to 1969, without 
the knowledge of the American public. This was the 
largest secret bombing campaign in the history of 
warfare. 

When Nixon came into office, U.S. aid to the 
Vientiane regime increased four fold to $400' million 
a year. And the number of advisors increased from 
a few thousand to 12,000 advisors and CIA agents 
and employees. Also at this time, the U.Si began 
round-the-clock bombing of the liberated zones. 

The Senate Subcommittee oh Refugees reports 
that through 1973 the U.S. dropped 3 million tons 
of bombs on Laos, which adds up to one ton of bombs 
for every woman, man and child in the country ~ 
more than were dropped on all of Europe and through - 
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out the Pacific in World War II. According to the 
committee, one million Laotians were killed, 
wounded or made refugees in the war. 

In addition, the U.S. was involved in secret 
invasions of Laos from 1965 to 1971, and the 
CIA trained, equipped, and funded the clandestine 
armies of Meo and Thai mercenaries to fight the 
Pathet Lao. 

: An editorial last March in the Washington 
Post said, "A case can be made that no country 
has ever created so much physical and human havoc 
as the U.S. created in Laos." 

However, despite these massive efforts, the 
U.S. was unable to defeat the Pathet Lao, which 
controlled 80% of the country when the Vientiane): 

Accord peace agreement was finally signed in 
February, 1973. 

The Vientia.ne Peace Agreement And Its Results — 

Pathet Lao Gains In Strength 

The Lao peace agreement established an im- 
mediate ceas'e-f ire and paved the way for the 
formation of a coalition government. It recognized 
two zones in Laos- -the liberated zone of the 
Pathet Lao, and the zone of the Vienli-a'ne-Royal 
Lao Government. 

In addition to administering its own terri- 
tory, the Pathet Lao won control of half of the 
new coalition government to be formed, and half 
of the city administration, police force; and 
military defense forces Of the two largest pop- 
ulation centers of the Vientiane-controlled zone-- 
the cities of Vientiane and Luang Prabang. During 
earlier coalition governments Pathet Lao minis- 
ters and civil servants were harassed, arrested, 
and even assassinated . 

Although the United States immediately came 
out in support of the ceasefire and plans for a 
coalition government, in the first few months fol- 
lowing the accord there were frequent violations 
by the U.S. — reconaissance flights and occasional 
bombings. In fact, in May, the CIA was embamssed 
by the capture of one if its pi lots --Emmet Kay — 
who was flying a mission over Pathet Lao territory. 
(Just recently, he has been released by the Pathet 
Lao and has denounced U.S. aggression in Indochina.) 

Despite these violations and others, including 
an aborted attempt at a right wing coup in August, 
the peace held, negotiations continued, and in April 
of 1974, 14 months after the accord, a coalition 
government was formed. Since then the Pathet Lao's 
strength and influence has been increasing, with the 
recent appointment of Phoumi Vongvachit as acting prime 
minister giving them more than half control of the 
coalition government. 

"The appointment of Phoumi is indicative of the 
vast strides that have been made by the Pathet Lao 
in recent months," wrote a correspondent for the Far 
Eastern Economic Review in August . "Eighteen months 
ago Pathet Lao leaders were holed up in the cave cap- 
ital at Sam Neua in northeastern Laos, waging a bit- 
ter struggle against Vientaraae. Today the Pathet Lao 
controls the two most powerful offices in the king- 
dom. Phoumi — Secretary General of the Pathet Lao 
central committee--is acting prime minister, while 
Pathet Lao chairman Souphannouvong is president of 

the important Jo i nt National Police Counci l (NPCG) 
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established under the peace accord to advise the 
cabinet . 

Recently the NPCC has come out with a radical 
program calling for recognition of the Provisional 
Revolutionary Government of Vietnam, and for a 
self-reliant Laotian economy. The program stipu- 
lates that Laos should in no way depend on foreign 
aid because such dependence would turn the nation- 
alist economy into a colonialist one. While it is 
not entirely certain that the program will be im- 
plemented, thousands of Laotians have demonstrated 
in support of it . 

Recent estimates are that within the next two 
years all of Laos will be controlled by the Pathet 
Lao. 


that his governemnt had heard "rumors" about CIA anti- 
government activities. And he suggested that despite 
U.S. assurances of support for the coalition govern- 
ment, it might be a good idea for American friends to 
"advise" the CIA not to disturb the peace in Laod. 

Just recently, CIA director R. Willian Colby ci- 
ted CIA involvement in Laos as an example of a success- 
ful covert operation . 

Recent statements by government Officials openly 
admit that the U.S. is as committed to intervention 
in Laos as ever. In spite of the fact that it is in 
direct violation of the Laotian Peace Agreement, Sec- 
retary of Defense Schlesinger openly stated that the 
U.S. is going to continue funnel ing military arms to 
the rightist royal Laotian government . 


The Pathet Lao are already in complete control 
of 80% of Laos, with over one-third of the country ' s 
population. In those areas , roads , homes and 
schools- -all' destroyed by the massive U.S. bombing-- 
are being reconstructed . The Pathet Lao has made 
achievements in health care as well. Under 80 years 
of French rule, only one Laotian doctor was trained, 
but now the Pathet Lao has over 30 doctors, 400 r V' 
assistant doctors and 3,000 to 4,000 nurses, with 
medical personnel in every hamlet and more being 
trained . 

Consistent with their nationalist position, 
all instruction in Pathet Lao schools is conducted 
in the Laotian language. By contrast, in Vientiane - 
controlled areas, education from high school on is 
predominantly in French. 

Under the coalition government, the Pathet Lao 
jias had influence on the Royal Lao zone as well . 

The presence of Pathet Lao on joint police patrols 
in the two neutralized cities ;ics of Vientiane 
and Luang Prabang has helped discourage the corrup- 
tion which was rampant among the American trained 
Royal Lao police. For example, only a few months 
before the joint patrols were organized, about 
$80,000 worth of medicines was stolen from a U.S. 
AID. warehouse, and the chief suspect turned out to 
be a Vientiane police colonel who was a member of 
one of the country's richest and most powerful fam- 
ilies . 

"The Pathet Lao would never allow the police 
to steal medicine from the people," commented a 
non-Communist government official . 

U.S. Continues to Sabotage Coalition 


And U.S. Admiral Ray Pet told a House Committee 
sometime in June that the U.S. objectives in Laod were 
"to maintain survival of the politically neutral Royal 
Laotian government... and to encourage pursuit by Laod 
of objectives compatible with the U.S. 

"The U.S. has temporarily been forced to adopt 
the. new compromise coalition government because of 
the Pathet Lao's strong position," explained Fred | 

Branfman of the Indochina Resource Center in Washington, j 
"But it will last only as long as the Pathet Lao a- 
grees to share power . If Souvanna Phouma, the "neu- 
tralist" prime minister, should die, it will really 
fall apart . 

Branfman describes the current situation in Laos 
as being based largely on an "internal dynamic." "The 
Pathet Lao have the support of 95% of the Laotian 
people, and they're gaining strength every day. The 
United States on the other hand has no popular support." j 
Branfman predicts that at some "critical point 1 ' --when 
the Pathet Lao is about to gain full control of the 
country- -there will be a U.S. sponsored coup. 

"Until Vietnam is totally liberated," Branfman con- j 
tinqes, "we can't begin to talk about stabilization j 

anywhere else in Indochina. Right now the Pathet Lao 
is being very conciliatory. . .and they will follow this 
as long as possible. But when elections come [supposed- 
ly any minute] if the Pathet Lao sweeps them there 
will be U.S. intervention." 

In part, Branfman explains, U.S. committment to 
maintain control over Laos is due to its strategic po- 
sition with respect to Thailand- -which, for the past 
3b years, has been a major U.S. -CIA base rivaled only 
by Brazil and Iran. 


"There is still the possibility of a coup," Although U.S. intervention in Laos is less bla- 

warned Kamphay Boupha--the Lao Patriotic Front (Pa- tant than before, it still exists and is potentially 

thet Lao) ambassador to North Vietnam- -in an inter- explosive. Not only is the United States giving mili- 

view last F ebruary . "The right wing forces want to . tary aid to the rightist Royal Lao government , but 
sabotage the agreement and the protocol. When the the CIA has remained active--helping to smuggle right- 

patriotic (Pathet Lao) forces were first stationed ist "special forces" into Thailand for military train- 

in Vientiane and Luang Prabang, they were often har- ing. CIA reconaissance flights (spy missions) also 
assed by the right , and planes flew over their head- continue . And the Pathet Lao has charged that CIA 

quarters to intimidate. And, of course, the CIA funded Thai mercenaries are in Southern Laos (liber- 

is obstinate." ated zone.) . 


In spite of reconstruct ion and development There are additional charges that the United 

within the liberated Pathet Lao areas, and the in- States is assisting in the transport of supplies by 

creasing power of the Pathet Laos within the coal- airlift to rightist forces in remote a?eas; giving fi- 

ition government, this same sense of wariness, exists nancial; subsidies to rightist leaders and organizations; 
among the Pathet Lao today . Whin ftsked about current and introducing new mercenary troops from Thailand 
CIA activities in Laos, Phoumi VOngvichit responded and Burma. rnxrrTMiiFn m thr tmcthf kpomt rnvFR— - 
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[See packets # 633 , 636 , 638 , and 646 for other arti- 
cles on Puerto Rico. Also see graphics in this 
packet. ] 

PUERTONRICAN WOMEN STERILIZED, DENIED CONTRACEPTION 
AND ABORTIONS 

AH I.! r ,’ErVANl7INTERV3EW jWITHUDRQDHEDEN RODRIGUEZ 
LIBERATION News Service 

(Editor's note: The following is an interview 

done by The Rest of the News, a radio news service, 
with Dr. Helen Rodriguez 1 in New York on October 9, 
1974. Dr. Rodriguez trained as a pediatrician in 
Puerto Rico and practiced there from 1960-1970. 

She is now a staff pediatrician at Lincoln Hospit- 
al in New York City. , 

This interview is the fourth in a series of 
LNS articles about Puertof Rico to build for the 
Solidarity Rally for the independence of Puerto 
Rico to be held in Madison Square Garden in New York 
on October 27. To help, contact the Puerto Rican 
Solidarity Day Committee, P.0. Box 319, Cooper Sta. , 
NYC, NY 10003, tel. (212) 673-0540.) 

COULD YOU BEGIN BY EXPLAINING WHAT'S BEEN GOING ON 
IN PUERTO RICO IN TERMS Of STERILIZATION? 

The thing is that for the past 34 yeaps/fhe 
government of Puerto Rico has carried on a systema- 
tic Campaign to push' sterilization as the main part 
of their program for population control. Although 
in 1939 sterilization was practically unknown and in 
1947 only 7% of the women were sterilized, a recent 
survey done by Vasquez Chrsada,,' who works at the 
Public Health School in the University of Puerto 
Rico , demonstrates that over one-third of the women 
of child-bearing age are already sterilized. 

We think bf this as an irreversible procedure 
and we think of this in surgical terms, in medical 
terms and ih human teims’ to be a major procedure. 

This is really a very serious thing. And now the 
government is talking about developing a wider net- 
work of sterilization centers, of not putting any 
barriers to sterilization -- that is age or number 
of children they? ve had before, etc. ; — to really 
augment its campaign. 

THE WOMEN WHO ARE STERILIZED IN PUERTO RICO — HOW 
IS IT DONE? HOW ARE THEY APPROACHED? TO WHAT DE- 
GREE ARE PEOPLE INFORMED AS TO EXACTLY WHAT TYPE 
OF MEDICAL OPERATION IS GOING TO BE DONE? 

It's hard to say categorically because there 
are variations within the same group, but there are 
things that give you a hint of what might be the 
reality. First of all, if you compare educational 
levels, it's by and large the women with the least 
education who get sterilized* if you compare them 
age to age with a non-sterilized group. 

The other thing that's interesting is that most 
of the women who get sterilized have had some fail- 
ure in contraceptive use and do not have access Or 
have not had access to contraceptives on an equal 
level with the women whm.are not sterilized. 

So there are many ways of pushing things. In 
a given individual, and this has been known to hap- 
pen, it may happ’eri that no type of consent waS ob- 
tained. That 's in a^given individual. But thaj does 
not explain hundreds of thousands Of women being 
sterilized at all. The hundreds of thousands of 
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women being sterilized is done basically in 
: terms bf providing that as the main- facility for 
birth control. - 

And I'd like to say a word about abortion 
in that sense. The [colonial government's] 
courts in Puerto Rico are fighting a U.S. Supreme 
Court; decision on the abortion law (legalizing 
abortiqn) . And this is a fascinating state, of 
,s . affairs because by and large not only do they 
bow iow to whatever comes from the U.S. -- be it 
labor legislation, be it social security, be it 
Title 19 for medicaid or medicare, which has 
rtbthingto db with our riedibal system, they bow 
very low — and here they are Challenging a U.S. 
Supreme Court decision. Abortion is illegal in 
Puerto Rico. 

I, as a young doctor in the system there 
some ten or twelve years ago, saw women die -- 
generally working women, generally poor women 
--die From the butchering of some abortionist 
who put a wire into the uterus or a rubber tube 
to make them short, knowing that abortions 
weren't abailable for poor women but it was cer- 
tainly availablefor the rich at any time. Puer- 
to Rico has been and continues .to be an abortion 
• mecca for people who can go there and pay $700 
or $1,000 for an abortion . So that it's a very 
, hypocritical position that the medical profession 
and the law is taking at this point. 

.This thing about abortion I'm mentioning be- 
cause it's really interconnected. If you deny 
a woman a way out in assituation that she consid- 
ers desperate and on the other hand you open the 
door to another way which is sponsored by the 
government, which is free, which is. accepted pri- 
vately and publicly as the right .thing to do, the 
likelihood is that she's going to choose steriliz- 
ation* 

IS BIRTH CONTROL PRESENTED FAIRLY AS AN ALTERNA- 
TIVE TO STERILIZATION, OR IS IT MADE HARD TO 
OBTAIN OTHER METHODS AS OPPOSED TQ STERILIZATION? 

, Birth control methods have never been freely 
distributed in Puerto Rico. Talking about my 
, experience. from 1960 to 1976 when I left Puerto 
Rico, seeing what was being done in the programs, 
it really was never freely distributed. It might 
. be prescribed, if the woman wanted it, .it might 
be prescribed six weeks after her delivery of her 
most recent child so that sometimes some of them 
even became pregnant at that point. And yet it 
wasn't provided on an ongoing basis. 

The other thing is that most birth control 
methods require a certain degree of basic educa- 
tion in the population. The rate of illiteracy 
in women is much greater than that in* men in 
places such as Puerto Rico. When you want to dev- 
elop an acceptable method and you want people to 
be able to use it, you have to develop very wide, 
consistent and constant types of educational cam- 
paigns among the people, such as the Chinese have 
done for instance. 

IS IT THE TYPE OF SITUATION WHERE A WOMAN CAN 
- MUCH MORE EASILY GET' STERILIZED THAN GET BIRTH 
CONTROL? 

Yes, so it would seem. But remember, we're 
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not talking about all-or-none even when we talk a- 
bout why people do what they do. There are multiple 
reasons. The women who get Sterilized, by and 
large, had a greater experience of failure with one 
or another birth control method. And as I said, 
because abortion is illegal on the island and de- 
nied to women, then you have that last pregnancy, 
when you're really on the verge of starvation with 
that family, I think you're more likely to choose 
a: final method. 

And II 'd like to say a word about the finality 
of the method. In the group studied by Vasquez 
Carsada, it turned out that one-quarter of the wo- 
men are dissatisfied and really wanted more chil- 
dren. 

COULD YOU GIVE ANY SPECIFIC EXAMPLES OF THINGS THAT 
YOU KNOW ABOUT WOMEN WHO HAVE BEEN STERILIZED? 

In a personal way, I can say very little about 
that because I'm a pediatrician and haven't been 
involved in obstetrics or in dealing with adult wo- 
men. However, I can mention one thing. When I was 
a student in the school of medicine in the years 
'56 to '60 and in the years following when I trained 
there in Puerto Rico, there were many women who 
came with emotional problems to the psychiatry out- 
patient and some of them even the in-patient, and 
their problem was referred to as post-sterilization 
syndrome. 

Other than that, of course we did see a number 
of women who had very definite medical problems. 

Some women had accumulated secretions in tubes that 
had been tied -- the tube just got really big like 
a sausage -- some of them actually burst inside. I 
saw women who had adhesions following sterilization 
which is an intra- abdominal operation and women 
with problems of recurrent abdominal pain, or ob- 
struction -- this was seen. I can't tell you what 
the percentages were, but there were complications. 

HAS THERE BEEN ANY INVOLVEMENT OF U.S. HEALTH AGEN- 
CIES IN TERMS OF THE HEALTH PROGRAM IN PUERTO RICO? 

Oh yes, and this is a very curious type of 
manipulation. I don't know if you're aware of the 
population control conference which was held in the 
latter part of August in Bucharest, The U.S. posi- 
tion there waslhat it wanted an adoption of a res- 
olution urging or defining birth control programs 
in all of the participating countries. The U.S. 
position was defeated. And particularly it was 
Third World countries who were very outspoken in 
saying no, it's not overpopulation, it's distribu- 
tion, it's really who is ripping off the wealth 
of these under developed nations. They put it 
right where it belongs. 

Will, the Puerto Rican government went to that 
conference, not as an independent state but there 
were Puerto Ricans there with a position paper 
backing the position of the U.S. And finally the 
U.S. says well if people are not going to have pop- 
ulation control programs we're going to withhold 
aid. And Puerto Rico which has been dependent in 
the health area a great deal for federal aid and 
establishment of programs , finds itself manipulated 
in that same way, with the US. saying 'unless you 
put in your population control equipment, no milk 
for the babies.' 


This is really the irony of the colonial 
society which we live in saying that in a place 
that does not have child care centers, does not 
have medical centers geared in some way to pre- 
serving the wholeness of aethild, that there are 
going to be sterilizatinn centers all over. Ster- 
ilization is an expensive procedure because it 
requires general anesthesia, surgery, pre-opera- 
tive andj post -operative care. 

HAVE THERE BEEN MEDICAL EXPERIMENTS DONE ON 
WOMEN IN PUERTO RICO? 

Yes, I think the most important one we should 
mention was the whole pill experiment. The pill 
as we.:know it, the contraceptive pill was first 
used in Puerto Rico on a wide level. in a study 
that involved very many women and of course was 
tallied as "woman-years" of full usage. This 
study was done from 1952-1960. 

The dose of estrogen that was present in that 
pill was about five times or perhaps even ten times 
what present day pills carry, increasing therefore 
the dangers of blood coagulation, or possible la- 
ter malignancies -- all these problems that we're 
seeing with the pills now. This was done in a 
way that there was no true consent involved. 

Another thing that was done within that same 
study, was that some women were given placebos, al- 
though they definitely really wanted contraceptives. 
A placebo is something that doesn't work although 
it looks like the other pill, it's a. sugar pill or 
something. 

When you're talking about contraceptives, and 
a woman comes to seek a contraceptive and you're 
giving her a pill that's not going to do a thing 
for her because it's sugar, that's pretty serious 
in terms of the unwanted pregnancies that can be 
generated. And certainly using the estrogen dosage 
that was used was serious. 

And I have no doubt that informed consent 
wasn't obtained in this very, very widespread 
study before the pills were licensed for use in the 
U.S. 

CAN YOU EXPLAIN WHY THE GOVERNMENT IS PUSHING THIS 
POLICY OF STERILIZATION? 

Yes . This is the Popular Party government 
Which has been led for many years by Luis Munoz 
Marin. It is basically a social democratic party 
Which fell in totally with the colonial status of 
Puerto Rico. And rather than setting about to 
solve some of the basic problems of Puerto Rico, 
in terms of production, in terms of its ability 
to relate commercially to other countries, in terms 
of the control of the development of its own economy 
it has simply fallen in line with the developing 
of population control as the main means of decom- 
pressing the situation on the island. 

And by population control we're not just talk- 
ing about sterilization or any other means which 
may be used. We're also talking about the planned 
programmed and U.S. sponsored mass migration to 
the United States. And there are many documents 
attesting to the fact that most of the migration of 
workers to the U.S. took place under contract. 
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WHAT DO YOU MEAN BY DECOMPRESSION OF THE SITUATION? 

As I see it of course, it means that the sit- 
uation in Puerto Rico economically and socially, 
is a situation that is detrimental to the Puerto 
Rican people. It's something that people live with 
every day. The end of the thirties saw a peak rise 
in nationalist sentiments when Pedro Albizu Campos 
was our nationalist leader, was someone who was most 
revered and respected, where there were; mass move- 
ments based on nationalism. This was an explosive 
situation in terms of the U.S. control of Puerto 
Rico and colonization of Puerto Rico. Therefore, 
the migration and the control of population serves 
to keep an intolerable situation at barely tolerable 
levels because you always have an escape route for 
your discontented, for your unemployed, for your 
rebellious element in the population. 

HOW DOES THE POPULATION CONTROL FIT INTO THE AMERI- 
CAN PLANS FOR SUCH THINGS AS THE SUPERPORT, AND 
WIDE INDUSTRIALIZATION THAT HAS BEEN TAKING UP SPACE 
IN PUERTO RICO? 


the pay for those workers is usually kept at a 
lower scale than in those jobs held by men. So 
it is the same inequality we see in the U.S. but 
with a larger component of unemployed women, 
who never appear in the statistics because there 
are women who have never been employed but who 
simply stay home because there is no choice for 
them. 

IN TERMS OF THE CONDITIONS OF UNEMPLOYMENT AND 
LACK! OF HOUSING, ETC., THAT YOU SAID WAS USED 
BY THE PUERTO RICAN GOVERNMENT AS A RATIONALE 
FOR STERILIZATION, WHAT DO YOU THINK IS THE SOLU- 
TION TO THESE PROBLEMS? 

I think the solution is struggling for inde- 
pendence of Puerto Rico and the establishment of 
a socialist republic. And I think of course when 
we talk about any country in Latin America, we're 
talking about an effort to link up among the coun- 
tries, we're talking about the possibility of es- 
tablishing a kind of Caribbean unity and relation- 
ships with Cuba, and beginning to build socialism 


Basically, it fits right into it. And it's a 
very lengthy analysis that's been put out by the 
Puerto Rican government showing how the economic 
situation of Puerto Rico, according to them, cannot 
be improved unless population control becomes one 
of the very basic tenants of it. Their thesis is 
that we are an overpopulated island and that there- 
fore there's no, way of raising then standard of liv- 
ing unless the population is severely curtailed. 

There is a theory , that I think basically 
makes sense, that while Puerto Rico needed more and 
more laborers whether they were skilled or not — 
that is in the sort of pre^rapid-industrialization 
period prior to the 1950s and 1960s --that this 
wasn't pushed to the same extent that it's being 
pushed now. Because the situation now is that we're 
in a highly technological kind of development that 
is automated and so forth, needing relatively fewer 
numbers of workers and that therefore the popula- 
tion control falls right in line with that, saying 
that well, we can't possibly employ all these people 
in these new industries so let 'd keep the people 
from being born. 

HOW INTEGRATED INTO THE SOCIETY ARE PUERTO RICAN 
WOMEN NOW AND WHAT TYPES OF WORK DO THEY DO? 

Women in Puerto Rico r-- working women as such 
-- have been there certainly in larger numbers 
since the war years. There is a similar situation 
to that of the U.S.r where women emerged as a large 
sector of the working force during World War II. 
However, the pay for women is by and large much 
lower than the pay for men. 

Women tend to be in less organized industries 

and less well paid industries such as the garment 
making industry iwhich doesn't have a minimum wage 
but is a kind of sliding scale for which the gov- 
ernment of Puerto Rico contracts with the factory 
owners. They're employed in Ihevtobacco industry, 
the cigar making industry, there are very large 
numbers of women employed as agricultural workers, 
like picking coffee. And of course there are a 
very large group of women working as domestics. 

There is a lesser number of women in teaching, 

in all oth er kinds of yhAts = :c ollarecateg 
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in Puerto Rico. 

Yes, I thinjc there are solutions to human 
problems. I think they're in our hands. 

-30- 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * ********* * * ************************* 
ATOMIC REACTORS: $100 BILLION OVERRUN AND 

LEAKING TOO 

CHICAGO, 111. (LNS) -- Using figures obtained 
from the Atomic Energy Commission (AEC) , an en- 
vironmental group calculated that nuclear energy 
during the next fifteen years will cost $100 
billion more than the AEC has told the American 
public. 

David Compy representing Businessmen for 
the Public Interest, said the AEC bases its cost 
projection on an assumption that the reactors 
will operate at 80% of their capacity. Comey 
says that AEC 's own figures show that atomic 
reactors currently in operation operate at only 
50-60% capacity. 

Problems developing last summer reveal that 
atomic reactors running at more than 60% capacity 
tend to develop leaks and corrosion. After find- 
ing nuclear wastessleaking from an undisclosed 
number of atomic power plants, the AEC ordered 
21 of the country's fifty nuclear power plants 
shut down. 

Comey also noted that despite the fact that 
nuclear reactors begin to show wear-and-tear 
and decreased performances after three years of 
operation, the AEC has licensed commercial reac- 
tors to operate for forty years. 

The AEC has not contested Comey ' s projections 
but stands by its plans to increase atomic power's 
share of electricity output by 1990 from 6% to 
40%. 

-30- 

******* ************************** **************** 
PLEASE PAY YOUR OCTOBER BILLS PROMPTLY. WE NEED 
THE MONEYWERY BADLY. 

AND PAY THE BACK BILLS TOO. YOU ALL MUST HELP 
OUT, BECAUSE WE ARE IN VERY BAD SHAPE MONEY-WISE 
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(See #647. for background on the Rockefeller Empire 
and lots of graphics. Graphics in this packet Jtoo.) 

CONTROVERSY BUILDS OVER ROCKEFELLER » S "GIFTS” 

TO INFLUENTIAL FRIENDS 

NEW YORK (LNS) — Politicans refer to it as 
"Rockefeller Power," and despite recent attempts by 
vice-presidential designate Nelson Rockefeller to 
"expose" that "myth," some slight details of the fam- 
ily’s staggering power are beginning to leak out. 
Washington is now alive with talk of "gifts" made by 
Rockefeller to several controversial figures. They 
ares 

** $50,000 to Henry Kissinger when he left Rock- 
efeller’s employ as foreign policy advisor to take 
over the same job under Nixon in 1969. 

** $86,000 to former New Y 0 rk State official L. 
Judson Morehouse. Morehouse, a long-time Republican 
state chairman and Rockefeller backer, was sentenced 
to 2-3 years in prison in 1966 on bribery and unlaw- 
ful fee charges arising from a state liquor authority 
scandal in the state. On appeal, Morehouse’s conviction 
was upheld by higher New York courts, but Rockefeller 
commuted his sentence in 1970 claiming that Morehouse 
was ill and could not survive prison. 

** $550,000 to William J. Ronan, a long-time, 
highly influential Rockefeller employee who is now 
chairman of the New York-New Jersey Port of Authority. 
The money came to Ronan when Rockefeller canceled a 
series of loans for that amount. The debts were can- 
celed in the short space of time (some news reports 
say one day) between when Ronan left the New York 
State payroll and when he took the Port of Authority 
job. 

In addition, Rockefeller’s press secretary, Hugh 
Morrow, while answering questions about the gifts on 
October 7, acknowledged that he too had been blessed 
with $100,000 from Rockefeller. Several sources in- 
side the Senate committee which first received word 
of the gifts stress that the Kissinger-Morehouse- 
Ronan presents are just a few of the goodies handed 
out by Rockefeller over the years. 

Response to these disclosures in Washington has 
been varied. Gerald Ford, in his press conference on 
October 9, said that he had "looked into" the gift 
to Kissinger, adding "But I think to put this into 
proper perspective, you have to recognize that Govern- 
or Rockefeller is a very wealthy man and that he has 
been extremely generous with many, many charities 
over a good many years, and he, obviously, has sought 
to indirectly compensate former employees or friends 
for whatever services they perform." 

Kissinger apparently submitted the question of 
the gift to Nixon’s lawyers before accepting it, and 
was given the go-ahead by Egil Krough (currently 
serving time for his part in the break-in of Daniel 
Ellsberg’s psychiatrist’s office) and Edward Morgan. 

In a letter of approval written five days before 
Nixon’s 1969 inauguration the two wrote: 

"Based upon the philanthropic nature of the Rock- 
efellers and expressly upon the fact that the contem- 
plated gift of money to you is based only upon your 
closec personal friendship and is a direct result of 
not only that friendship but high personal esteem in 
which they hold you, we find that such a gift would 
not violate either the statutes, executive order or 
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regulations involving conflict of interest." 

Speaking about Rohan’s half a million, Manhattan 
District Attorney Richard Kuh, whose office would be 
involved in any conflict of interest charges against 
Rockefeller that might come put of the "gifts" dis- j 
closure, said he believedS the law "was not intended 
to apply to .* h • ■ M. 1 1 1 oft a ire ~ government "off icial , who 
hoped he could influence people to stay on the public 
payroll. 

"We feel there is nothing now to criminalize 
what the Governor has done. •••And we’re not going to 
give the media or people out there the pleasure of 
watching a shooting gallery. It’s interestings, its 
titillating. There must be thousands of people out 
there who wish they were part of the Governor 9 s 
largess." 

Ronan, himself answering questions on October 10 5 
said "I think (Rockefeller) has done a remarkable job 
of service to the American people. And he doesn’t 
have to do it because, believe you me$ a man of means j 

of that kind could be sitting on the fantail of a ! 

yacht trailing his toes in the warm waters of the 
Adriatic rather than in the rough and tumble of our 

society, trying to make it a more viable society." j 

[ 

Current Governor of New York, Malcolm Wilson^, 
quoted the Bible in defending his ex-boss® "If we 
redd the Testaments New or Old, we will see the 
great credit which is given to people who forgive j 

debts, ’Forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 
debtors. ’ " j 

Others, however, have not been so quick to 
praise Rockefeller’s generosity. Representative Ed- j 
ward Mezvinsky (D-Iowa) has said he believes that I 

the gifts disclosed so far are only "the surface" ! 

of the total, and Senator Jesse Helms (R-N.C. ) said 
they raised "a grave question of propriety." Helms 
has called for a reopening pf the Senate Rules Com- 
mittee’s hearings, but it is still unclear whether 
this will happen. 

Senators have also asked Rockefeller for a 
written explanation of the gifts and are also await- j 
ing the results of an audit of his taxes and other 
finances • But overall , the push to confront Rocke- 
feller is decidely half-hearted,, with only a few 
congresspeople coming out openly against Rockefeller’s 
nomination. The ex- Governor ’ s actual confirmation j 

hearings are not scheduled to begin until after the 
November elections. 

Rockefeller Power: A Case In Point 

By far the most controversy so far has centered 
around the half-million gift to William Ronan. 

Nelson’s right-hand man for over 18 years 9 Ronan con- 
tinues today as a salaried "senior advisor to the 
Rockefeller family," although he has continually re- 
fused to say just what that salary is. In addition^, 
Ronan serves as a salaried member on the board of 
directors of two savings banks and an industrial 
corpor ation--Continental Copper and Steel Industries® 

Ronan served as Rockefeller’s personal secre- 
tary for many years, and was then appointed by the 
Governor to head the Metropolitan Transportation 
Authority* — an $85,000 a year job. He gave up the 
post in, May of this year to assume chairmanship of 
d the Port of Authority. 
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"Considering the influence Dr. Ronan wields as 
chairman of the Port Authority of New York and 
New Jersey*” said Rep® Mezvinsky recently, "this con- 
trasting lack of candor (Rockefeller’s hesitation to 
name the amount of money given to Ronan) can only 
serve to generate suspicion about this gift." The 
Port of Authority that Ronan heads is a major public 
agency governing roads* bridges, and tunnels and, 
among other things* issues public bonds on which the 
Rockefeller family bank- -Chase Manhattan— might be 
a bidder® 

In fact* this conflict of interest is a prime 
example of the enormous power which the Rockefeller 
clan exerts® Take a look at this chain of events. 

On February 9* 1968 Nelson Rockefeller— as 
Governor of New York- -and David Rockefeller— as chair- 
man of the board of Chase Manhattan— met at the Gov- 
ernor’s townhouse on West 55th St® to sign a secret 
agreement that paved the way for the takeover later 
that year of the Triborough Bridge and Tunnel Author- 
ity by the Metropolitan Transportation Authority 
(MTA). David represented the bondholders (investors) 
of the Triborough Authority* and Nelson represented 
the MTA® 

The agreement settled out of court a Chase Man- 
hattan-Triborough bondholders’ suit begun in 1962 
against the MTA which challenged the merger and sought 
to prevent the MTA from diverting Triborough toll 
surpluses to cover bus and subway operating expenses. 

An important outcome of the townhouse agreement 
was that Ronan* who was head of the MTA and who 
authored the agreement* finally consolidated his— 
and Nelson Rockefeller ’ s— power as the state’s sole 
transportation chief® 

"What Chase got in exchange (for not pressing 
suit on the bondholders’ behalf)," wrote Robert Caro 
in his book The Power Brokers , "is not known, al- 
though it continued to head syndicates — as it had in 
the past--that underwrote and purchased tens of mil- 
lions of dollars in state bonds* immensely profit- 
able to banks." 

The arrangement also called for an increase in 
interest payments to the Triborough bondholders of 
an extra quarter of one percent plus a guarantee of 
the state’s credit as backing for the bonds. This 
amounted to some $12 million extra over the life- 
time of the bonds* most of which were held by large 
commercial banks and insurance companies. 

Interestingly enough* the two Rockefeller 
brothers* after signing the agreement in the privacy 
of Nelson’s own home* took it directly to a State 
Supreme Court judge who sealed the papers and thus 
effectively cut off any chance at that time for the 
public to learn the full details of the deal. 

Nothing so far has been mentioned in the press 
about any services that Henry Kissinger might have 
performed for Rockefeller as foreign policy advisor 
and how Secretary of State for both Nixon and Ford. 
There still exists a very strong "hands off henry" 
climate; a hesitancy to tarnish the "golden boy of 
foreign diplomacy’s" reputation. But whatever will 
or will not be revealed in the future, one thing 
should be obvious by now— Nelson’ s "generosity is 
always in line with the Rockefeller 1 family tg^^terests. 


(See #621 and 624 for other stories on this trial®) 

CHARGES AGAINST GARDNER DROPPED FOR LACK OF EVIDENCE; 

LAWTON TO FACE THIRD TRIAL ALONE 

RIVERSIDE* Ca. (LNS) — -The Riverside Political 
Prisoners Defense Committee (RPPDC) won a major vic- 
tory on October 3 when murder charges against Zerebu 
Gardner were dropped. According to trial Judge Estu- 
dillo, charges against Gardner were dismissed because 
of a "lack of sufficient evidence®" Gardner was set 
to face a third trial along with Gary Lawton on char- 
ges stemming from the April* 1971 killing of two 
Riverside policemen® 

The unprecedented third trial of Lawton is set 
to begin October 15 but may be delayed again since 
the prosecution asked for the dismissal of Judge 
Estudillo after he dropped charges against Gardner® 

A new judge must now be selected, but since the de- 
fense still has one challenge left for use against 
a judge, the trial opening may be delayed a week past 
the October 15 scheduled beginning® 

Lawton, Gardner and a third defendant* Nehemiah 
Jackson— whose charges were dropped after the first 
trial— were originally arrested three and a half 
years ago, after two Riverside policemen were killed 
during a period of racial tension in the city® Des- 
pite two trials before predominately white juries* 
the prosecution has been unable to obtain a convic- 
tion, both trials ending in hung juries. The first 
jury was deadlocked at 9 to 3 for acquittal® 

The prosecution’s inability to produce enough 
evidenCeto get a conviction bolsters defense charges 
that Lawton was framed on the murder charges because 
of his involvement with civil rights groups in the 
black community. The defense believes that Gardner 
and Jackson were added as defendants to make the 
whole thing look like a conspiracy* — a contention that 
seems to be substantiated also by the fact that 
charges against both of them have been dropped for 
lack of evidence® 

"It’s a frameup," stated Louise Zeising* a juror 
in the first trial. "The authorities hadn’t bean able 
to pin the murders on anybody so they were looking 
for a patsy. They had no real evidence®" 

Calvin Strong, who sat on the second jury* 
agreed. "In the beginning it was prosecution* now it 
is persecution® There should be no third trial® All 
he’s (the prosecutor) got is a bunch of circumstan- 
tial evidence." 

"All the witnesses against Lawton had: something 
to gain — parole or something like that," Strong con- 
tinued. "One was a professional snitch,# I think the 
police had a grudge." 

The prosecution has been unable to ram their 
frame-up through the courts because Of the attention 
called to the trial by the RPPDC and the Vietnam Ve- 
terans Against the War/Winter Soldier Organization 
(VVAW/WSO). To continue the pressure, they ask that 
people immediately send telegrams or write to the 
following people demanding that the charges be dropped 
against Lawton: 

Presiding judge Richard Marsh, Riverside Super- 
ior Court, PO Box 1748, Indio, Ca. 92201; Byron 
Morton, District Attorney, 3535 10th St.* Riverside 
Ca. 92501; and Norton Younglove, Riverside County 
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Board of Supervisors, 4050 Main St., Riverside, Ca. . 
92501 e 

For more information, or to contribute to the* 
Lawton defense, write to ^RPFDC,.. PG Box 244, .Riverside, 
Cal 92502. 

(see graphics to' go with this story; • : 

LEADER OF CHILE 0 S Mil KILLED BY JUNTA TROOPS; 

GROUP CALLS FOR CONTINUED UNDERGROUND RESISTANCE 

SANTIAGO, Chile (LNS)— -Miguel Enriquez,; the 30- 
year-old Secretary General ot Chile’s Revolutionary 
Left Movement (MIR), was 'killed October 5 during a 
gun battle with a military patrol in San/' Miguel, one 
mile from Santiago® Enriquez was on the' "most want- 
ed" list of Chile 3 s repressive juntae since it took 
power in September of 1973® He was the leading mem- 
ber of the MXR’s underground Political Commission, a 
and active in ' organizing resistance' against the jun- 
ta. 

Enriquez was killed during a two-hour gun bat^ 
tie when junta troops and police tried to Invade a 
house' in the San Miguel district- -and were faced with 
automatic weapons fire® Fighting with Enriquez was 
Carmen Castillo, "a woman who was seriously wounded 
in the battle and is now in military custody® 

"With his death we have won a symbol of strug- 
gle , " said Miguel’s brother Edgar do Enriquez , also 
a member of the MXR’s Political Commission, in a 
statement released October 7® "The MIR will emerge 
from this difficult trial, clearer, stronger and - 
convinced not to take a single step backward in the 
struggle against the dictatorship." 

Ironically, 'it. was only last June 25 that the 
brother of the slain leader had predicted that it 
would take "a prolonged, difficult people’s war that 
will be full of sacrifices . before . the junta could 
be overthrown® 

A statement issued by. the MIR one day after > 
Enriquez’s death explained, "Our party, the MIR, 
founded in the mid-6Q’ s, has been in the forefront 
of the struggle- for socialism, in Chile and, since the 
military coup of September 11, 1973, has remained ■ 
within Chile fighting with and organizing the re- 
sistance of the Chilean people for' the overthrow of., 
the bloodiest and "moat "brutal dictatorship in the 
history of Latin America®" 

Supportive, yet critical of former Chilean... 
President Salvador Al lenders Popular Unity govern- 
ment, the MIR has called for the "creation of a 
broad political front of the resistance which would 
include sectors of the Christian Democratic Parfy 
(CDP) who opposed the Military, the UP (popular Uni- 
ty), and the MIR," and would be built around under- 
ground Resistance Committees® 

The MXR’s demands include "the restoration of 
democratic freedoms, defense of the standard of liv- 
ing of the masses and the struggle to overthrow the 
dictatorship and establish a new government®" 

Criticizing the junta, which has "jailed and 
tortured tens of thousands, savagely repressing the 
working class and the people," the MIR says that one 
of the objectives of the junta’s economic policies 
and repression is "to assure enormous profit! for 
the largest Chilean capitalist and possible foreign 
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investments which the military hoped to attract." 

Similarly, the responsibility for the junta’s 
killing of Miguel Enriquez is shared by "the mul- 
tinational ■..corporations who... are , the-., ultimate in- 
■itigaJ-oti and profiteers o.f the bloodshed in, Chile," 
and '‘'the policies of those,, like Henry Kissinger, 

'who 'lead the "offensive against the peoples of La- 
• 'tin '-America ‘Who-- fight 'for " liberation -and social- 
ism®" 

It was barely a day after Enriquez’s death 
that the United States’ government announced that 
it was supplying Chile with 18 Northrop intercept- 
or planes and 36 Cessna ground attack aircraft. 

The military sales are reportedly only a part of 
a longer-range program to "modernize" Chile’s 
armed forces with new U.S. weapons. (Britain, 
however, has banned the sale of replacements and 
spare parts for the junta’s 30 Hawker-Hunter planes, 
protesting the junta’s repressive actions.) 

. k k * 

Stressing that international protests have 
helped to decrease repression in Chile, the MIR 
says, "We are calling on all progressives and 
revolutionaries of the U.S® to coordinate their 
efforts in a broad solidarity campaign to save 
the life of Carmen Castillo," who was seriously 
wounded and is in custody , facing torture or 
death. "Her conduct inspired true respect and 
should serve as an example for men and wDmen 
throughout the world who are engaged in struggle 
against forces of reaction®" 

V 30 - 

############################ 

HAVING "SUFFERED ENOUGH" PRISONERS ASK PARDON 

. WALPOLE, Mass (,CP.F / LNS ) - -.'This form Let ter was 
circulated around Walpole Prison after President 
Ford’s pardon of Nixon early in Septembers 

Dear Mr® President, 

In the light of your recent decision to par- 
don Richard M® Nixon and after reflecting upon the 
reasons you put forth justifying your decision, 

I feel that X, too, deserve your consideration 
regarding a presidential pardon for past criminal 
acts® 

Since I am already serving time in prison, 

X feel I have truly "suffered enough." And there 
are no grave questions of subverting the constitu- 
tional processes of this country for you to weigh, 
sir. I’m just an ordinary, garden-variety crim- 
inal® 

Also, let me make perfectly clear that you’ll 
have no problem with me insofar as a public admis- 
sion of guilt is concerned. Upon receipt of my 
presidential pardon be assured I’ll be more than 
willing to publicly admit to whatever you’d like. 

Certain of your prompt consideration in this 
matter of equal treatment for all under the law, 

I remain your devoted constituent® 

Respectfully, 

Cell Block , Cell 

,f. . . , -30- / 
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TOP LEFT: Cartoon of Uncle Sam trying to 
exterminate babies o 

GOES WITH STORY ON PAGE 5 ABOUT STERILIZATION 
OF PUERTO RICAN WOMEN o 

CREDIT: Nuez/GRANMA/LNS 


SECOND LEFT: Puerto Rican woman and flag. 
CAN GO WITH STORY ON PAGE 5- 
CREDIT: Wenti Tsen/CPF/LNS 


THIRD LEFT: Cover repeat from packet #645. 
Sorry we forgot to do it sooner . 

BOTTOM RIGHT: Miguel Enriquez, leader of Chile's , 
revolutionary left movement (MIR), who Was killed 
by Junta forces, Oct. 5. 

GOES WITH STORY ON PAGE 10. 

CREDIT: LNS 
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BOTTOM LEFT: Nelson Rockefeller 

r CAN GO WITH STORY ON PAGE S THIS PACKET OR 
4 IN THE LAST PACKET (#647) 

CREDIT: Lurie/ROCHESTER PATRIOT/LNS 


TOP RIGHT: Cartoon of Uncle Sam trying 
to tempt war resisters across the border 
into a trap. 

CAN GO WITH STORY IN LAST PACKET (#647). 
CREDIT: R. Cobb/THE FIFTH ESTATE/LNS 
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TOP RIGHT: Map of Laos which shows 
liberated areas . 

GOES WITH STORY ON PAGE 3. 

CREDIT: INTERNEWS/LNS 


MIDDLE TOP: Map of oil explor- 
ation areas off the coast of 
South Vietnam. 

GOES WITH THE STORY ON PAGE 1. 


TOP LEFT: Military troops gun- 
ning down one man. 

THIS CAN GO WITH THE STORY . 
ABOUT THE MURDER OF MIR'S 
LEADER. (ALSO SEE HIS PHOTO 
ON P-1 ) 

CREDIT: TRIBUNE/ LNS 


BOTTOM RIGHT: Cover repeat. Laotian women. BOTTOM LEFT: "My country tis of thee. Sweet 

CAN GO WITH THE STORY ON PAGE 3. land of Rockefeller. 1 

CAN GO WITH THE STORY ON PAGE 8, OR THE ROCK 
EFELLER: STORY IN THE LAST PACKET (#647). 

CREDIT: PRIME TIME/LNS 
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